Showcase of young talents

ASIAN INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL

Asian International School recently organ-
ised a global fest, Regalia 2020, in association
with The Telegraph
- Young Metro, on a digi-
tal platform. There were
* various competitions for
different age categories
such as English and
Hindi recitation for the
age group of three to six
years, Mom/Dad and Me
for seven to 10 years and
painting competition for
11to 14-year-olds. Stu-
dents and their parents
together made an aware-
ness video on coron-
avirus in the Mom/Dad
and Me event. Thou-
sands of participants
from around 100 schools all across the world

took part in the fest. Actor and philanthropist

Sonu Sood was the chief guest.
“It’s been truly amazing to
watch young minds displaying
their creativity and unfolding

ticipation from all over the
globe amid the pandemic reas-
sures our faith in humanity. I congratulate
all the participants, especially the winners of
the various categories. I also congratulate
Asian International School for infusing posi-
tivity and optimism among the students
through this well-organised virtual inter-
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school fest,” the actor said.

The winners in the English and Hindi
recitation competition were Prisha Pandit of
Bhavan's Nelaji Subhas Chandra Bose
Vidyaniketan, Haldia, and Shaily Omar of

Delhi Public School,
: Kanpur, respectively.
Anjali Kumar of Sun-
beam School, Mughal-
sarai won the painting
competition, while
Harnoor Kaur of Ma-
hadevi Birla World
Academy, Calcutta,
clinched the first posi-
tion in Mom/Dad
and Me.

“With Regalia 2020
and its manifestation
through global fest for
children, it is established
that when a team joins

hands together, the dark
hues of pandemic can be transformed into the

brightness of happydemic. The brightness of
the children has connected as
many as 2,000 families with a
soaring support of almost 100
schools from across the globe,
coming together to set in the
sense of normality. We have
===me=nn been conducting various en-

gaging and enriching activities
for the students through virtual seminars and
commemoration in the past 10 months. The
outcomes of these efforts have been displayved
through huge participation by children at the
inter-school fests, even at the national level,”
said principal Vijay Lakshmi Kumar,
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THE AKSHAR
SCHOOL

Junior section of The
Akshar School — classes
to VI—recently organigeq
anonline fest Avsar 2099, ¢
focused on India and ep.-
couraged students tg travel

virtually and discover their’
country afresh. The organ-
ising committee got three
weeks to put together the
fest that had events focusing
on the country’s heritage
and rich culture. Students
of classes TIT and IV staged
folk dances while classes V
and VI competed in a classi-
cal dance competition.
Other events included sto-
rytelling, cookery and talk-
ing about heritage sites. Ten
schools took part in the
event, “Even a pandemic
could not slow down the
positive energy of Team
Akshar,” said principal
Kavmneet Khullar.
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AMU Faculty has received Best
Paper Award at an
International conference.
Professor Imtiaz Ashraf (Department
of Electrical Engineering, Zakir Husain
College of Engineering and Technology,
Aligarh Muslim University), along
with his researchers’ team got the
Best Paper Award at the International
Conference on “Smart Technologies for

APPENINGS —

Energy, Environment & Sustainable -

Development [ICSTEESD 2020]”",
organized by G H Raisoni College
of Engineering, Nagpur. The team
presented a research paper on double
stage voltage lift switched capacitor
converter for high voltage applications
in DC microgrids which received the
best paper award. This novel DC-DC
converter topology can be used for
high voltage applications having the
characteristics of low switch count, low
voltage stress across semiconductor
devices, giving the highest gain factor.
Grand Inauguration of
M Baazar at Asansol.
M Baazar, the fashion store has
opened its new store near Hutton
Road Bus stand Traffic Signal beside
Atwal Building with splash. Asansol
has got it's new fashion destination.
customers were offered assured gifts
on every purchase .. There are many
more buy 1 get 1 offer inhouse. Store
manager said that M Baazar deals in
exclusive collections for menswear,
Ladieswear, kidswear with all this M
Baazar offers a wide collection and
range of accessories. Store Manager
said M Baazar with 85 stores across
7 states is popular because of the
availability of fashionable clothes
of good quality and at affordable
price range. M Baazar keeps offering
interesting offers throughout the year.
Hyundai Smart Care Clinic had
conducted service camp across
the country
Hyundai India had announced a 10-
day service camp, called ‘Smart Care
Clinic’, held across the country at 1288
Hyundai service points. The nationwide
service camp was held between the
14th to 23rd of December 2020 and
offered customers comprehensive
vehicle service and check up options
and other complimentary offers as
Well. These included a free top wash, 10
PEr cent discount on mechanical parts,
3 20 per cent discount on mechanical
our and on all value-added services
. mda( ‘;::)mlllimemary 50-point vehicle
I"':il:an()il has pioneered India's
tocJdrogen economy efforts
To rOCUre 15 PEM fuel cell buses
8ve a fillip 1o Ingia’s push to usher
BeN-based mobility solutions
"-“mstem Indi . ’s
lal‘ge“ . » Indian0Qil, the cul{nlry
efiner and fuel retailer is

e e e e

inviting bids to procure 15 Polymer
Electrolyte Membrane (PEM) fuel cell
buses. This project is the first-ever
attempt in the country to address
all the aspects of hydrogen-based
mobility as the ultimate green option.
Mr S M Vaidya, Chairman, IndianOil
said, “Indian0Qil has been pioneering
the hydrogen efforts in the country

- and this exercise is a part of a bigger

project which aims at addressing all
aspects of the hydrogen value chain.”
Mr Vaidya also informed that this
venture is being supported partially by
the hydrogen corpus fund of the Union
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas.
North Central Railway has
pioneered efforts towards water
conservation .
In a virtual inauguration function held

on 26.12.2020’ J _, .,;wl-
e L

through video!..
conferencing, &/l ;T
General & :E.‘wlﬁ” . "%
Manager
Shri Rajiv
Chaudhry -
inaugurated Automatic Coach washing
Plant installed at coach maintenance
depot Agra Cant. and Plug and Play type
packaged Sewage Treatment Plant (STP)
installed near Jhansi station. Automatic
coach washing plant installed at
washing line Agra Cantt. is equipped
with 12 stages automatic exterior coach
washing units for superior and uniform
cleaning. Combination of cylindrical
brushes, cleaning chemical application
and multiple cleaning stages ensures
superior coach washing without any
manual effort.

PM had inaugurated the New

Bhaupur- New Khurja section

of Eastern Dedicated Freight

Corridor

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
has inaugurated the ‘New Bhaupur-
New Khurja section’ of Eastern
Dedicated Freight Corridor (EDFC)
on 29th December, 2020 at 11 AM via
video conferencing. During the event,
Prime Minister also inaugurated
EDFC’s Operation Control Centre
(OCC) at Prayagraj. Governor of Uttar
Pradesh Shrimati Anandiben Patel,
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Shri
Yogi Adityanath and Union Minister
Shri Piyush Goyal were also present
on the occasion. The 351 km New
Bhaupur- New Khurja section of EDFC
is situated in Uttar pradesh and is built
ata cost of Rs 5,750 crores.

Asian International School had
received four prestigious awards
at National School Awards 2020.
What defines AIS as number one
exceptional school and best in

e
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Howrah is its focus on best academics
curriculums, infrastructure
management, innovation in scholastic
and co-scholastic engagement and also
inculcation of good morals in stude-nts
by imparting holistic education. Asian
International School has recently been
graced with four prestigious awards
at the virtual ceremony of National
School Awards (NSA) 2020- Best Day
Boarding School, Award for School
with Best E-Learning Methodology,
Educational Excellence Award and
Best School Promoting Cultural
Activities
ISRO Chairman has urged
students to focus on innovation
at SRM's 16th Annual
Convocation.
“Always
keep

challenges
our country
is facing. =
Each of
these |
challenges '
offers an opportunity for innovation,”
said Dr. K Sivan, Chairman of ISRO,
Bangalore and Secretary, Department
of Space, Government of India.
Addressing students virtually at the
16th Annual Convocation of SRM
Institute of Science & Technology
(SRMIST), Kattankulathur, Dr. Sivan
said, “ About 17,204 students belonging
to the Faculties of Engineering and
Technology, Faculty of Science and
Humanities, Medicine & Health
Sciences and Management studies
including 129 Ph.D. scholars received
their degrees.

Sonalika Tractor has launched
Tiger Electric’ India’s first field
ready electric tractor.
Unleashing a new era of agri
innovation, Sonalika, India’s fastest
growing tractor brand and No. 1 export
brand across Europe, Americas, Africa
and over 130 ¥ W, " 7 il
countries, '
has i

from India’s
first field s
ready electric
tractor ‘Tiger :
Electric’. The latest technology marvel
from the farmer centric brand has been
designed in Europe and developed in-
house with proven aggregates to deliver
seamless power as well as emission free,
noiseless farming in India and across
the globe. With a vision of ‘Leading Agri
Evolution’, Sonalika Tractors has been
driving farm mechanisation worldwide
with its customised & technology
footprint, which is true reflection of
‘Make-in-India’ and made for the world,
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Virtual learning at its best

ASIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL Ranade; [IHM chairman Suborno Bose and RJ Jimmy Tan-

gree. While Singh feels skills will play a key role in neo-nor-
The importance of independent learning, life skills and mal era, Ranade stressed upon the need to respect time. Bose
picking up a career that's best suited for one’s skills were thinks students need to be encouraged to think beyond IITs.
highlighted at a national webinar

“Students have to develop life skills
and they have to be mature and in-
dependent thinker, They have to

on Reinventing Career Choices in
the Neo-Normal Era, organised by

Asian International Schoo} choose the discipline they like,”
recentlg to commemorate its said Bose. Chowdhury touched
foundation day. upon a few valuable points such as

The webinar witnessed several
eminent personalities sharing their
opinions on the topic. Debasree
Chaudhuri, the minister of state for

mentor-learner model, application
_ of knowledge and the benefits of
4 collaboration. “It is very important
now to deal with such areas as the

women and child welfare, was the . entire world has gone into a meta-
chief guest of the event and the . | : i i _in morphosis, With the new way of life
speakers were R.P. Singh, joint sec- there has to be a venture into skill-
retary of skill education, CBSE; Ujjwal K Chowdhury, pro based education and employability,” said principal

vice-chancellor of Adamas University; scientist Arvind C Vijay Lakshmi Kumar,
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 Delhi Public School (Joka)

"~ \==2./ South Kokata GOING ON

y e @ Delhi Public School, Howrah
g GOING ON
L

H.M. Education Centre

Hariyana Vidya Mandir
GOING ON

./ Indus Valley World School
/ GOING ON
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buse and its trafficking in 2020 won Asian Interna-

 from the Central Board of Secondary Education and

Bureau, Bhubaneswar, this year. The students had
I-drugs campaign on June 26 last year, spreading aware-
line drawing, music videos and slogan-writing competitions.
logans and poster art to show the effects of drug abuse. The
aged them to continue with the campaign and bring about a
. “To create awareness through young minds is the
:a society can take. Our students took part in the anti-drug
‘campaign with the aim to strengthen the values right from the
'of society,” said principal Vijay Lakshmi Kumar.
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Then the teachers pre-
a dance performance

and a skit, The skit took the
students to the future when
the Earth would be finally
healing. The programme
ended with a pledge taken by
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TIME TAPPERS: (Clockwise from above) Shaivi Eu.lla;.:gwm":“hsdih otta's models of eco-friendly cars

Small Things,
Huge Respite

Surana, Debdiptta D Mammder, Arkadyuti Maiti amwﬂw |

lren have coped with a life altered beyond

This is how a lot of schoolchilc

{2020 got childrs
been left frust
2021, While t
to the vir
col
teraction. E
gonal losses are also segin
coping mechanism
T am still scared. I don’t Knowy
to school or what the fut
Kumar, a Class VIIT student ¢
Shaivi misses the film club |
she had learnt film editing. As n
Covid-related distress pourec
turned to her old love for sol
time the phone rang, [ would get
when I decided to learn more a
and started making documentaries
research and made two short films, 0
dian Coffee House and the other an wo
[am now working cn my third fil
motherhiood.” Shaivi has uploaded he
cial media for viewing and feedback
When the pandemic struck, Devansh Surar
who is a Class X! student of Birla High School, was
ready for & gruelling high school year, Instead. he
ended up with more time at home. He says, 1 used
to play the piano earlier, but since the loc kdown
learnt to play the guitar as well Now [have started
making my own musicon virtual apps. [ have been
posting my songs (English and Hindi) on mul
media. [ have followers with whom Tinteract.”
Devansh, who is currently recovering from a
bout of Covid-19 and has also lost his grandmother
to the virus, says, “1am seriously considering a ca-
teer in the music industry given so many virtual
platforms and opportunities. Had there been no
MImklnothavegm the time to work on

sak. The Class XII student of Birla
 who wants to study engineering at

lecogmtmn by the pdndemlv

duino
speed of
Debdiptta,
and hope:

tomobile compal
S wara Ghosh's experience of the
and pandemic is different from Sh

vansh and Debdiptia’s. Swara 1s three years
old, has never seen the inside of a school campus
although she is a student of La Martiniere's Upper
Nursery class. She has missed out on playdates
and fun activities that kindergarten schooling is
about. Says her mother, Devieena G., "She has
‘houndless energy. What kept her going since the

reacl 1 :1_1‘-'-‘hl]Lfri.":‘l regularly after tracking

children that has kept them going during the pan-

C Il.l!l(ll{‘\ ee Ghose u_pm”cs

I e, feeding pi-
1 her father

1L Was re-

J .m_v mmd
now. But T am

f Asian Intermational
his own resilience
“1 was
complica-
re about ar-
to build my
irn, tinker and

SAVS,

h as this one. Says Vijaylaxmi
o principal of Asian Internation-
lowrah, “Most of them are missing
| interactions that schools offer. We
t children do not often express their
needs and, as educators, we are trying
o various communication channels. [

ndance for online classes. There are
yave required regular counselling*

Is consultant psyc holnmst and lecturer
Paromita Mitra Bhaumik, “Tt is the resilience of

demic. Most of them are using this time tointro-
spect and learn new things that they actually 1ike.”
Bhaumik cautions, “It is the primary schoolehild-
ren who are more vulnerable. They ahwhlﬂ!

need their actual pluyﬂ.me Emational distressat |
home is leaving them more confused %
than older children.™
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hildren need a lot of hand-holding during 2
crisis such as this one. Says Vijaylaxmi
Kumar, the principal of Asian Internation-
l in qurah, “Most of them are missing
e emotional interactions that schools offer. We
that children do not often express their
o needs and, as educators, we are trying
{0 open up various communication channels. I
‘reach out to my children regularly after tracking
their attendance for online classes. There are
sme who have required regular counselling.”
- Adds consultant psychologist and lecturer
aromita Mitra Bhaumik, “It is the resilience of
uidrer 1 that has kept them going during the pan-
nic. Most of them are using this time to intro-
' andleam new things that they actually like."

mik cautions, “It is the primary schoolchild-

ho are more vulnerable. They absolutely
e mtual playtime. Emotional distress at
saving them more confused and irritated

-
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§’ Sdaml children did their
best to cheer everyone up with
their performances and by in-
troducing time relevant topics,

chose to deliberate
'thab'?agpnkeahoutdifﬂclﬂtﬁm‘&

and how one can rise above the
crisis to help others.

So students of DPS Ruby
Park chose to recite Duhsamay
(bad times), Children sang ‘Pra- -
noBhoriye Trisha Horiye', Eso
Shyamala Sundoro’. “These
were definitely prayers from in-
nocent hearts for better times,”

-One of the online programmes presented by students of a school

but many housing complexes
decided to keep it to Just
garlanding the Tagore bust. Lo-

. cal clubs called off their

lannecl song-and-dance pro-

les. Many Tagore

said vice-principal Indrani
Chattopadhyay. Children of
Asian International School
quoted from Tagore about
how self discipline is the
most important ethos to tide

usedial

wsiasts, how- State celebrations; P5 °Ver current sit-

uations, said prin-
cipal Vijaylakshmi Kumar
The theme of the pandemic
and the Bard will again be
reflected in the programme de-
signed by La Martiniere for
Boys. Though the programme
at ITEST was virtual, the sta-
tue of Tagore at the campus
Ry

s i - WS
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t's the stepping stone that in-

he possibilities in the future.
eational fnstitution, this re.

ity Is paramount. Asian Internation-

has always done justice to this re-
by ensuring a 100% sucoess rate
i mwﬂnati;m .
gofthe-art Infrastructure spread : s uman offe
been used to ereate unigue . Ly S 21 anm:{;aﬁln
fon, mission, determination, e e — i : outof alistof asn
; sponsibility. Supplemented by L Ll ' ; tra-mile support’, ¢
Lhculty resaurce pool and students, =15 =~ s =ttt : organised for the
nadntained its top ranking for e mmmeiedEEy | the best andslﬂ&i
L years in the district, both at the re- and profession.
all as the natlonal levels, A plethoraof activities also keep the s
ay hios not bean merely about accolades earned by x'lllrll mts inna-  lish week and Earth Day celebrations, ame
ms like C8IR Innovation Award, Vidvarthi Vigyan Manthan  the International Dimension in School (IDS)
nent of India, but also about faculty me mln rs, most of  provides the much needed window for self
pinted dxaminers. And this shows in the way education s For admis
i In the sehool. Besides, the use of virtual labs, co-scholas email! infol@aisedu.org or
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Bhavan's Gangabux Kanoria Vidya Mandir Pt
DPS Megacity L
Sri Aurobindo Institute of Education 4.0

Kendriya Vidyalaya, Salt Lake

_ Our Lady Queen uf the Missions School ;
NK __KOLKATA (SC

DPS Ruby Park

Vivekananda Mission School, Joka
Akshar School

The BSS School

DPS Joka

B AN R e e
RANK  KOLKATACENTRAL

al‘d‘lbmm—l

N s L N =

1 St Xavier's GCollegiate School

2 Don Bosco School, Park Circus

3 La Martiniere For Girls

4 La Martiniere For Boys

5 Caicutta Pn\;a Se hnn1

1 Aumllum Corwem 51 huol Uurﬂdum
2 Gyan Bharati Vidyapith, Jorabagan
3 WWA Cossipore Enalish School

4 St Stephen's Schoo!, Dumdum

National Enqush L'“houl
GEI- K . HOWRAH A T
Asian Intermrmnal School
2 St Agnes’ Convent Schiool
3 Agrasain Boys' School
4 _ DPS Huwrah
R ’ |

:

1 St Augustina s Da.y School, Barrackpara
2 St Augustine's Day School, Shyamnagar
3 ~ Gd Goenka Public School, Dakhineswar
4 - Adamas International School

b | Adamas World School
RANK NADIA
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;;!, anﬂ CISCE schools have joined
: without sitting for their
: board examinations. While
i some schools started classes
i earlierthis week, several began
on Thursday. Schools are also
preparing the students’ hoard
results simultaneously
CISCE schools will send in the
marks by May 15 and CBSE
: schools have formed their com-
: mittees and started tabulations
: after submitting the internal
marksof 20% to the board.
Getting provisional admis:
sion to Class XI in the different
Streams, before the board re-
sults are declared, has been a
norm in city schools for long.
Schools have always depended
on marks scored throughout
classesIX and X todecide on the
stream selection and admis-
sion. Theboard scores were nev-
er a criteria for getting admis-
sion toClass XI, but werealways
taken as formality for changing
the provisional admission to a
final one. The refrain that one
heard in schools was that this
tradition has come in handy for
theboardsthistimesince there-
sults: are being prepared for
keeping the students’ school
E performances in mind, some-
¢ thing that is done by education-
;: alinstitutionsabroad.
8 OnTuesday evening, an in-
st _'omfromCBSE said there
: Should be no Watertlght comn-

s )

"
.

4;. X The clrcularfi'om

~ CBSE about no % {

i ‘5.

demarcationover
streams is bound to
generate excitement
among students. We have
completed our admission
process and classes
started on Thursday

Loveleen Saigal | principaL,
BIRLA HIGH SCHOOL FOR BOYS

J =

outh PointSchool has

decided onanearly
summer vacation — from May
10 instead of May 22. Online
classes will resume on May 24.
School authorities said the
decisionwas taken after pleas
from parents as many families
are Covid-affected anditis
difficult for studentsto
concentrate onstudies. tnn

partment of streams during
Plus-I1 admissions. Most city
schools said admissions were
over and since the board has al-
ways been flexible over choos-
ing of the fifth and sixth sub-
jects, even humanities students
have been allowed to take sci-
ence and mathematics papers.
“We started lessons for Class XI
in the online mode from Mon-
day. In our school, we offer a
large number of subjects and
have allowed students to choose
after checking their perform-

by external examine _
However, | have been
given admission into the --J'
science streamandam
happy that classes started

Anushka Koner | STUDENT OF
CLASS XI, LA MARTINIERE FOR-'GIRIS

ances in classes IX and X,” said
Meena Kak, director of Laksh-
mipat Singhania Academy.

Lessons for Class XI started
on Thursday at Birla High
School, DPS Ruby Park and
Asian International School,
while schools like La Marti-
niere, Rammohan Mission and
Heritage started earlier this
week. “CBSE has reiterated
what we were doing,” said Vi-
Jaylakshmi Kumar, principal of
Asian International School.

At Rammohan Mission,
where Class XI lessons have
started, no outside admissions
were possible for the science
stream but 30% students have
taken admission from other
schools in humanities, said
principal Sujoy Biswas.

“It would have been great to
see my child write her first
board exam. But we are happy
that her new classes have start-
ed,” said Snehendu Koner,
whose daughter Anushkastart-
ed her Class XI lwaons at La
MartiniereforGirls. =~ !

410 MU
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mmmmxmm-
necting with the students thro-
ugh these classes but are also

catching up with-everyone be-
yondclass hours.

SPECIAL TESTS

DURING BREAK

Most of the classes that are
being scheduled now are pro-
blem-solving sessions where
children are being made to sol-
ve test papers in given time
frames. Teachers say that
while children are often ready
with the answers and they
know theirwork, they arefalte-
ring while putting it down in
the pen and paper mode. Hen-
ce, they are being made to sub-
mit writtenassignments.

Birla High School has even
scheduledanexamfortheclass
X1I children in online mode,
which isalmost a repeat of the

mock exams that they have al-

ready written. The exams star-

| j [ :"r' ;

V !\Jlﬁi"i‘) ’.

tedonMay 24and havebeenfol-  terest in the exam process due
lowing a strict exam room pat-  to the pandemic situation and
tern with in-camera invigila-  also because there is so much
tion. “We were scared that talk about cancellation of the
children would getlax, ifwelo-  exams. Wejust cannot let these
setouchwiththemoverasum-  young minds wander away till
merbreak.Sowedecidedtoke- the time the court, the Centre
eptheminthestudymodethro- and the Board take a final call
ugh the exams which are on  on this,” said Meena Kak, di-
now. Teachersarebeingableto  rectorof the school.

pay full attention to the child- Vijaylakshmi Kumar; prin-
renbecausetheydonothaveto cipal of Asian International
teach other classes duringthe  School said that for all the tea-
break,” said Loveleen Saigal, chersthe break is non-existent
principal of Birla High School.  asfar as the outgoing class XII
Theschoolhasotherwisegiven children are concerned.
asummer breakfromMay17to  “Children are posting their do-
Junel4fortheother classes. ubts and teachers are clearing

There is no summer break
for the CBSE XII students of
Lakshmipat Singhania Acade-
my; though for the other classes
avacation hasbeenannounced
from May13to June9. “Wehave
noticed that a large number of
children have already lost in-

them even beyond scheduled
hours. We have to create this
exam feel for the children to be
on their toes, We might also
hold another round of exams
after a final call is taken about
whether the boards will finally

happen,” Kumarsaid.
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- Q) tudents of classes VI to

J XII of Asian Internation-
al School recently organised
a campaign to spread aware-
ness on Covid-19 and the dos
and don’ts during the pan-
demic. They used the 5R —
refuse, reduce, reuse, repur-
pose, recycle — principle to
create posters, slogans and
messages that had been put
up in classrooms and corri-
dors. The campaign was also
posted on the school’s official
Facebook page. “The morn-
ing assembly is the time
when we orient and reinforce
Covid appropriate behaviour
in our students. The lessons
have been very effective,”
said principal Vijaylaxmi .
Kumar. |
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Tea chers and staff_members get moculated at Garden High School (L) and ShrLS ‘

ons, electricians and housekee-

ping members, will be vaccina-

ted free-of-cost on campus this
week. Teachers thouigh have to
pay for the shots.

* Garden High School is also
inoculating the support staff
for free but teachers have to pay;
said spokesperson T K Gopa-
lan.

La Martiniere School has

i-  offeredtovaccinateall its340 te-

achers, non-teaching staff and
other supportstaff free of cost.

South Point School will vac-
cinate 500 teachers, staff and
theirfamilieson Junes5. “We ha-
ve already submitted the deta-

ilsof aplantotffehealthdepart-
ment,” said school spokesper-
son Krishna Damani.

Asian International School
is also scheduled to vaccinate
teachers and support staff
members free of cost on Wed-
nesday.

The Jadavpur University
Teachers’ Association organi-
zed a paid vaccination camp at
themaincampus.“Wearerequ-
esting the state government to
consider our request for a free
vaccination campat theuniver-
sity soon,” added JUTA general
secretary Partha Pratim Ray,

Institute of Engineering
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:' To Hold One
- Last Exam

Jhimli Mukherjee Pandey
& Somdatta Basu | v~

Kolkata: Principals and tea-
chers of city schools affiliated
tothe Council for Indian School
Certificate Examinations (CI-
SCE) and Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE) ex-
pressed relief at the cancella-
tion of the ISC and CBSE Class

Times\fiew

*he all-important decision
has been taken. But
ents and parents would be
uallyworriedaboutthe
y-gritty; afterall, class-XII
s determine which college
. These decisions
ht out properly so
allboardsgeta

'?-“orﬁve" Demde PRINCIPALS' TAKE 4_;_,,__

)

marks

* The Council will not only look at online scc:u'e:d
but also offline scores of the previous year a

50 the assessment will be fair
Rupkatha Sarkar | LA MARTINIERE FOR GIRLS PRINCIPAL
The external marks in practicals and projects
will also be a key indicator to the child’s
understanding of the subject

Seema Sapru | HERITAGE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

The board is taking a look at the child’s overall
progress through not ]USt online exam SCOres
but offline marks of the previous year

Meena Kak | LAKSHMIPAT SINGHANIA DIRECTOR

Pressure has been taken off students. The
Board has given an option to appear for an
onsite exam if students are dissatisfied with their

Rupa Sanyal Bhattacharya | souTH POINT PRINCIPAL

cisive role in Class XII results.

Schools had managed to fi-
nish all laboratory-based prac-

tical exams and projects and
these marks have already been
submitted to the respective bo-
ards, makingupfor the very cri-
tical 20%-30% externally asses-
sed marks,

However, there were con-
cerns over whether the pre-bo-

‘ard marks scored in offline ex-
‘ams would be evaluated diffe-

rently from those that had been
@ﬂducted online. Those who

red higher.

“There are two probable
methods of evaluating ISC can-
didates. First, the Council may
consider the score card of stu-
dents from the ICSE in 2019 and
give considerable weightage
and weave it together with the
internal assessment score
cardsof both Classes XIand XII.
Thesecond could be, taking into
account only the online or offli-
ne assessment marks of Class
XIand XTlalong with the practi-
cal examination scores,” said a
school principal.

the board. mBirlaI-hghSdloﬁf ;
this exam is already on. “It star-
ted on May 24 because we wan-
ted the kids to be in touch with'
their books. Let this be the last
exam of their school lives” said
principal Loveleen Saigal. Asi-
an International School will
start the exam when theschtﬁl
reopens after June 7, said prin-
cipal Vijaylakshmi Kumar
South Point principal Rupa
Sanyal Bhattacharjee said, “All
Class XII candidates have been
externally evaluated either on
30 marks or 20 marks. The eva-
luation was conducted by hel-
ding practical t&ets, assessmg
project work orviva-voce.”
“The Council is looking at
marks that not only reflect onli-
ne but also the offline scores of
Class XI,” said Rupkatha Sar-
kar, principal of La Martmi‘ere'
for Girls. Seema neci-
pal of Heritage Schoolsaldtins |
is the best that the Couneil 6@
uldhavedone. =
r i 19 T f'
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Students of Asian Interna-
tional School celebrated Ra-
bindra Jayanti in four phas-
es, virtually. The school
staged musical performances
and skits, recited poetry and
even organised an addg ses-
sion. The focus was on the
bard’s vision and self-disci-
pline that the students could
relate to in their current situ-
ation. Students of classes V to
VIII staged Amal O Doiwala,
an excerpt from Tagore’s

k7 £.r - -_ o :'i
OLIN
A "".-.V" &’!% i -

& SR |
S L{aﬁ?‘ O
osa M B Y

play Dakghar. The choir
sang several songs, while
there was also Hindi recita-
tion of the poet's translated
works. An icing on the cake
was a boithakior interactive
session on “Tagore’s
| thythms”, The school’s pri-
| mary section took part in the
celebrations, dancing to his
songs such as Fule fule dhole
dhole. “Students presented
songs and skits thathigh- |
lighted on self- dlsmplme P

=
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Asian International School
(CBSE)

GOING ON




S get the board notifica-
tion on the formula to be follo-
wed by schools to compute the fi-
nal scores for their Class XII can-

i Going by suggestions
from schools, the candidates’
Class X board marks have been
taken into consideration and
30% weightage has beengiven to
it.

However, the board has also
kept a 30% weightage on Class
XI marks, which has given rise
toconcerns among school heads
as they feel students’ scores usu-
ally dip in Class X1 before again

picking upin Class X1I.
- But the principals, whom
CBSE had consulted before draf-
~ ting the formula, said this was

| Class

| Class | Ofunit
Xil tests/pre-
boards
Class | Of theory 30
X papers in
final exam
Class | Average 30
X of best 3
subjects

Marks

the best that could be done for
objectivity While the average
student would gain, the ones in
the 95%-plus bracket might suf-
fer due to gain or loss of 3%-5%
in the law of averages, they said.
Most schools were happy the bo-
ard had taken the Class X marks
into consideration.

Some schools also felt there
were many subjects in Plus-Il
that had no co-relation with tho-
seof Class X and so, clarification
needed to be sought on those. “It
is a mammoth task now We
might need to seek clarification
on subjects, like psychology;

there were co-relationalis
child’s baSﬁi% knf:m\rletils_fI CG
mance. Language, aptitude for:
science and maths can be gau-
ged from Class X boards, she sa-
id.

North Point Senior Seconda--
ry Boarding SchooldirectorRita
Chatterjee, who has been in the
CBSE system for 40 years, said
about 20% students changed
schools or boards in Plus-II. The-
se children missed the
social-emotional pool in the first
year (XI) and their scores dip-
ped, she said, adding including
Class XI marks could be chal-
lenging for them. Asian Interna-
tional School Vijaylakshmi Ku-
mar echoed her; “Some manage
average to low marks in Class XI
but there is a sharp rise in Class
XII because of the hard work
they put in later.”

LI e
prior-
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d would be continu-
ed as these observa-

‘in the changed cir-
ances, when only board
“exams marks would no longer
“pethesole criterion for appra-
 isal. Schoolssaidlearningcur-
ves would be prepared from
he middle school so that a
child’s natural aptitude for
subjectsand other proficienci-
es could be plotted. “This sy-
stem is followed abroad. The
old pattern of assessing a
child on just board marks is
~ being replaced with a holistic
’assessment where, a child’s
engagement with every sub-
- ".' '. tand process will be plotted
_from his/her formative midd-

are bound to change and M;_
are moving towards a system.k_
followed abroad where a chi-
1d’s all-round learning curve
isplotted. Every assignment a
child writes has to be record-
ed,” said Heritage School prin-
cipal Seema Sapru. Asian Int-

‘EXAMS NOT SOLE
CRITERION'’

ernational School had started
a multiple mode of assessme-
nt, where exam scores were as
important as class response,
said principal Vijaylakshmi
Kumar. At an online meet of
ClassXIstudentsat Birla High
School on Thursday; principal
Loveleen Saigal said each chi-
1d’s progress in the past five ye-
ars might be compared with
exam scores. “It is important
tobediligent throughout,” she
said.
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mﬁ XII online exams at
“schools, that might include eve-
rything from unit tests, term
teststo pre-boards.
- “We have asked our Class-
XTI teachers to read the notifi-
_eation. We have formed our re-
sults committee that includes

t‘imteachersfrmnoﬂlersch&

ols. When the resultsare prepa-
red, subject teachers will be co-
nsulted as they know every ch-
ild’s proficiency level,” said
Lakshmipat Singhania Acade-
my director Meena Kak. The
school has submitted its CBSE
X markstothe board.

Schools felt the computa-

Sanyal Bhnttaclinmzaix!-jlee [elt' Py
inclusion of Class X boards

marks, which the Class X1I can-
didates had scored in pre-pan-
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AN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

of classes V to XII of Asian International School recently celeb:
English Language Day and observed the birth and death anniversa
liam Shakespeare with creative presentations. The focus was not or

§ the

bard. but also on several poets and authors, who had written in Eng-
ish. Students took part in script enactments, poster-making contests, |
Mrecitation and orations throughout the week to celebrate various nuances =
b of the language. “We had celebrated the English Language Day for a week
by paying homage to Shakespeare and creating an interest in activities
such as anagram, elocution and role play, which certainly enhanced the
knowledge and personality of children,” said principal Vijaylaxmi Kumar.
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Kolkata: All CBSE schoolsin
the city submitted their class-
es XI and XII marks to the
board by Monday.

The schools sent the
marks according to the for-
mat and the board will calcu-
late the weightage. “We will
then calibrate each student’s
marks,” said director of Laks-
hmipat Singhania Academy
Meena Kak. “After we get the
calculations, along with the
mean performances, back, we
will start calibrating with our
exam panels,” said Vijaylaks-
hmi Kumar, principal of As-
ian International School. TN
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covered. Once the syllabus re-
duction was announced, stu-
. dents would find it easy to at-

~ tend the November-December

Examinees ]
-lmmst,mdnnothmtﬂso'

through our board year witho-
ut taking an exam,” said Aditi

a CBSE (science) st

dent. “T am excited and scared
at the same time. I will have to
writeaboardexam injustthree
months, when we were expec-
ting to appear for it in eight
months. Butthisshould beeasy
asit’s goingtobe 50% of thesyl-

The dependmee on multiple-
choice questions was bound to
be, given the situation now"sa-
id Rita Chatterjee, director of
North Point Boarding School.
Some academics, such as
Mukta Nain, director of Birla
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B hﬁan mtematmnal School re-
o eently conducted two vaccina-
tion drives - one in associa-

- tion with RN Tagore Hospital
and the other in collaboration
with Woodlands Hospital - for
its staff members and their
near ones. The school ferried
around 120 staff members to
RN Tagore Hospital for the
shots during the first drive,
while they organised the sec-
ond one on their own premis-
es for more than 150 partici-

_pants including students
above the age of 18, ex-stu-
dents, parents, employees and
their close dependents.

“Asian International School is
ensuring the safety circle of
‘Me, us and nation’ by organ-
ising the vaccination drives.

In today’s times when vacci-

“nation centres are not readily

ava ilable, our effort has al-

Reporting fing by Chandreyee
Ghose and Neha Singh

Tender_...

5] NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM _Dt. 07.07.21

Under noted amendment is hereby
made against Tender notice No. 05 dt
01.07.21 (Item No. 8)., Item No.:- 8,
Tender no and Due dt. : 22211097
due on 29.07.21, Existing Entry :-
Set of Ashestos based organic etc.,
Set of Non Asbestos

To read as :-

based organic etc. All otherterms and
conditions will remain unchanged.
Note:- Above Int formation may be
seen on N.E. », website

www.ner.indianrailways.gov.in &
www.ireps.gov.in,

Principal Chief Material Manager
CPRO/S-22 Gorakhpur

About any passenger amenity complaint
SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

De Not Smoke Bidi/Cigarette in train
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one-fifth of theques-
were in the MCQ format.
~ rortherest, studentshad towri-
- te short answer and lengthy
 ones for some. Now; the entire
- theorypartof thefirstexam ses-
sion will be in MCQ format.
- Schools said CBSE had for two
years been insisting on the shift
to MCQ. Now that the change
Was happening, it would take so-
meeffort on the part of both tea-
chers and students to adjust to
thenew format, teacherssaid.
__"One has to know how to di-
\qdea chapterinto MCQ format.
FlrsLopehas tolook ateach con-
ceptorinformation ina chapter
and then look for related ans-
we.rs.Alotofcasestudiesamto
bg Included...” said Lakshmipat
Singhania Academy director
MeenaKak.
g ee&‘gnn;: s;‘:hools have called
_ of subject heads on
Friday to plan how to introduce
students to the new format.
“The announcement has come
at a time when we were prepa-
ring for a standard board exam.
MCQs are application based
and the teaching format will
change. It looks more daunting

new mode. Weare
lessthanfour
months away

Shatabdi Bhattacharya |

PRINCIPAL, NEWTOWN SCHOOL

held now” said The Newtown
School principal Shatabdi Bhat-
tacharya. “Wehaveasked our te-
achers to make the shift imme-
diately and prepare the kids to
handle MCRQ for each subject,”
said BDM International School
principal Vijaya Chowdhury;

Someprincipalsfelt thenext
three-and-a-half months would
need rigorous practice by stu-
dents. “To have an entire exam
in thismode willneed a lot more
effortand thebelow-averagestu-
dents will need more hand-hol-
ding. We are panning out inten-
se practice sessions,” said Vijay-
lakshmi Kumar of Asian Inter-
national School.

Studentsfeelthetwo-partex-
am ismuch betterthannoexam.
“The MCQ is not suited to sub-
jects where answersare marked
for steps. But it is better than
what happened to 2021 board,”
said Jahnavi Bagaria of Class
XII at The Newtown School.
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. Theboard is working its for-
‘mula on the marks that the !
schools have sent to finalize the |
poards scores, but it has decided
to carry out surprise visits to |
schools from Monday to check
their honesty. !
The exam scripts for classes |
[Xand XIare hard copiesand for
X and X1I, it is scanned pdfs that
. the students sent after their on-
line exams. Many schools took
pre-board exams on campus and
for them, too, the answer scripts
are hard copies.
“Eyerything is preserved for
every child. Wewelcome theran-
dom checks,” said Lakshmipat
Singhania Academy director
Meena Kak. Some school heads
felt the “visitors” would also see
the question paper standard.
“The question paper standard is
 important askids from different
" schools are being judged on the
eanvil. It will help the board
v up the school average,”
Rita Chatterjee, dlrectoroi

e A
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Very board needs to be
responsible. All steps must
en to avoid discrimination
tween students based on their
-Arepeat of what
happened last yearwould be a
tragedy. The culpability would
be even more this year: it would
mean that board officials did not

learnany lesson from last year's
catastrophe.

Theboard on Tuesdaysenta
. circular to schools asking them
to review marks of each candi-
date with 96% or above and re-
evaluate them strictly follo-
wing the past performance av-
erage of the school over three
years. The revised marks need

vervtnine

T WL BT

beyor

E T =

unusual. The boardmilst're ks

A school principal

s

tobe uploaded by July17.

“The number of candidates
scoring 96% and above per sub-
jectshould notbe morethanthe
number of students having sco-
red suchmarks inthe past three
years,” the circular said. A lar-
genumber of city CBSE schools
feel that in the absence of a bo-
ard examination, when even
unit tests are being taken into
consideration, the marks are
bound tobe high.

“The board says the num-
ber of high scorers this year
should be compared to our his-
toric pattern, but what if we had
an excellent batch this year?”
said principal of acity school.

The circular, signed by
CBSE controller of examina-
tions Sanyam Bhardwaj, said
awardingsuch high markstoso
many is“unfairtothetewdeser-

mance will fall in this ran

ols do not revise marks, the bo-
ard will do so, include the
changes in the final results and
penalise the schools.

There are 32,000 students in
7,800 schools whose board
marks have not arrived, which
is causing a delay in preparing
CBSE XIIresultssince the Class
X board marks are a part of the
formula. For such students the
schools have been asked to send
the Class X board marks from
their admission records. These
marks have to be uploaded by
end of day on Wednesday. “We
have five such students and ha-
ve asked their parents to send
the original mark sheets,” said
Vijaylakshmi Kumar, principal
of Asian International School.
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City schools line up mock tests to
prepare students for CBSE boards

Jhimli.Mukherjeepandey

@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: City CBSE schools ha-
vedecided tohelptheirstudents
get back to the habit of writing
with pens, instead of using the
computer keyboard, especially
their Class X and XII board can-
didates who are preparing for
thefirst instalment of theboard
exam slated to happen in No-
vember-December: With less
than four months at hand to
tackle the problem, schools ha-
ve come up with a series of
mock board exams to get child-
ren used to sitting in one place
forlongto writeanswers.
Online classes have wrea-
ked a havoc on the writing prac-
tice of studentssincetheearlier
system of submitting written
assignments on a regular basis
has not happened over the past
16 months. Even exams have be-
en of shortdurations and child-
ren have lost the habit of sitting
through long two to three-hour
exams.
Schools had not expected
that the board exams would be

............................................................................................

LONG WRITING SESSIONS

There will be Iong wntlng
, sessions of 90 mins. This is over
and above the 90-min to 120-min
- exams that we'll put the boards kids
through multiple times before Nov

Meena Kak | DIRECTOR, LAKSHMIPAT SINGHANIA

. ACADEMY

first slot wou.ld be sonear. They
were all preparing children for
theold singleformat exam sche-
duled in March 2022. Now, fresh
longformatexamroutines, long
duration writing assignments
are being planned by schools
that will ask students to sit on-
camera and complete their
work. This will help them sit in
oneplace and continuously wri-
tewithout gettingdistracted.
“We have to train them to
concentrate while sitting in one

—————
'S0 many re-adjustments have to be done in less

' than 4 months. Along with syllabus completion, | |
wnﬁng exams continuously is the only alternative

Vijaylakshmi Kumar | PRINCIPAL OF ASIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

ugh long writing sessions of 90
minutes during class hours.
Thisisoverandabovethe 90-mi-
nute to 120-minute exams that
we will put the board kids thro-
ugh multiple times before No-
vember;” said Meena Kak, di-
rector of Lakshmipat Singha-

There is a sharp difference
in approach to exams this time
becausechildrenwillhavetoap-

pear for 50% of thesyllabusina
90-minute first instalment test

in the MCQ pattern on an OMR
sheet. “Somanyre-adjustments
have to be done in less than four
months. Along with syllabus
completion, writing exams con-
tinuously is the only alternati-
ve,” said Vijaylakshmi Kumar,
principal of Asian Internatio-
nal School.

ren for cnm:al thm.kmg becau-
sethequestions will befar trick-
ier in the MCQ formatsince the-
re would be distractors and op-
tions that would tend to mislead
and students should be prepa-
red toeliminate them. “We have
already prepared MCQ works-
heets as per topics that we are
about to give students for com-
pulsory writing practice. In Au-
gust, we will have a mock test
andonemore in September;” sa-
id Shatabdi Bhattacharya, prin-
cipal of Newtown School. Vija-
ya Chowdhury, principal of
BDM International School, said
that the set format has changed
now and each board examinee
willhavetobe prepared forrigo-
rous exam practice that will
startimmediately.
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WhatsApp link takes

you toa shelf of books.

Tiles like The Cherry
Tree, The Wind on the Haunted
Hill and The Blue Umbrella
pop out. Clicking on the book
covers takes one to the story
inside.

Welcome to an e-library
project initiated by the Asian
International School (AIS) for
classes V to XII to mark the
birth anniversary of Ruskin
Bond in May. Thus, most
books of the growing library
are dedicated to the author.

The Birla High School jun-
ior section has also come up
with a same inifiative in June
to keep boredom at bay for
their students. Built on simi-
, lar lines, the school will be
adding around 10 books for
each class every month. The
selection includes a range of
classics and popular authors,
Ruskin Bond and Roald Dahl
being universal favourites.

their teachers
how much they
are  missing
their school library. That's
when I decided to start an e-li-
brary. We plan to dedicate a
month to each author and
stock up on his books,” said
AlIS principal Vijaylaxmi
Kumar.

As of now, the AIS library
1s stocked with Ruskin Bond
| books, the Harry Potter series

e-library at Birla High
School

and worksheets for students.
The link is being sent to their
WhatsApp groups as well as
on the school portal.

Class VI student Anubhav
Pal loves The Blue Umbrella

“Thee-library projectaims and Harry Potter. “I can re-
to encourage read them
the children to IRl again. But
read. Many Y@ uﬂ *\u,!l;j what I am real-
students have ly looking for-
shared with

';:E, Fﬁ D ward to are
-8R some new au-
thors. I hope to
read up on
some classics during this peri-
od,” said the bookworm.

The principals and teach-
ers at the AIS are working
hard at stocking up their e-li-
brary with textbooks as well
as fiction. “It will be very use-
ful if more study material is
available online, through the
e-library. We plan to add more

and must-reads. ‘lheplan is fﬁ -
add an author every monthin
English as well as regional
languages. “Next month the
focus will be on Sudha Murty.
Both the audio and online ver-
sions will be added to our e-
shelves,” said the principal.

Somraj Roy of Class IV,
Birla High is looking forward
to reading The Wonderful Wiz-
ard of Oz by L. Frank Baum
from his school’s new e-library
that came as a surprise.

“T love to read after com-
pleting my school assign-
ments. My entire family, in-
cluding my three-year-old sis-
ter, reads together for an hour
before dinner,” said Somraj.

“We are getting used to
holding lessons, activity class-
es and even inter-school events
virtually. Our reading classes
are enjoyed by all but students
still miss the school library a

lot. To satiate this hunger and
fuel the passion for reading we
set up the e-library for our chil- |
dren from classes I to V. Each
month the collection willbeup-
dated by our librarian and lan-
guage teachers, so that
dents have a wide varis
reading material
from,” said Bﬁ'h
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.Yoga
Bhowmik con- ME

ductedalive  mo——
yoga session,
where she performed asanas
_ and
4 pranaya-
ma.
| Dance
teacher
Chaiti
Das con-

| ducteda
musical
aerobic
session.
“The oc-
casion de-
liversa
message
that align-
| mentof
energy
body,
physical body and mind is the
key to a healthy being. It has
been there with us as our an-
cient culture and yet it holds a
profounding relevance in the
modern world. As a school it
s our prime responsibility to
make children aware about
the integration of yoga in our
day to day lives,” said princi-
pal Vijaylaxmi Kumar.,
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A school tat sipives 1o provide

Safe onlfine piatform fo Students

i lﬂl I.Lhe onset
. B of the pan-
- demic, Asian

Internationa] School

The school
premises

merged ‘Edulogy and
Technocation’ to make
life easier for students
in the new normal,
especially in the class-
- rooms that were soon
- replaced by virtual
" platforms. Interesting-
~ - ly, it comforted the
. pupils even in their
home confinement.
\ Since the virtual
- classes began last year,
the school has been
providing an encrypt-
ed platform to its students and has
been creating awareness on cyber
safety to provide a protected learn-
ing platform. The stakeholders were
given orientation and the online
slots in the virtual classrooms res-
onated the offline routine of the
school. The academic team of the
school! has been preparing cus-
tomised contents to draw students’
attention. The exploration and
analysis that revolve around the
case study found a life through
prompt enactment of resourceful
-possibilities, through the confident
leap moulded by belief, hard work
and dedication. roay! :

Initially the online attempt might

' Students participate in a
chess competition

R

have been for syl- '
labus completion
but slowly the explo-*
ration ascended the
staircase of achieve-
ments from online
evaluation to webi-
nars and special
assemblies and
many such activi-
ties that were engag-
ing and were
designed to meet the
desired outcomes of
the learners.

Regular parent-teacher iDucanon roa vt

meetings have strengthened

the collaboration between par-
s ents and school,
S thus defeating the
- constraints and
confinements laid by
the pandemic. Every
stumbling stone was con-
verted into a possibility
“and thereby, the practical
classes were modified
¥ into home-based experi-
- ments’ and for higher
classes, the support of O-

. Labs have been sought.
_The execution of the
».Annual Activity Planner
Is yet another highlight-
ed achievement wherein
no celebration was

Kids participate at a school event

missed upon. Evaluation finds
a special mention at this junc-
ture, since the school uses
multiple modes of assessment
(MMA) to

Even during a predominant virtu-
alera,ﬂleissu&sarereal.’l‘herefore,
the school initiated Counselling
Cures, through which emotional
well-being of the learners are

and ensured.

With all these, a sense of normalcy
has been encouraged by the school
amongst pupils,. parents+and teach-
ers. Everything added optimism, bal-
ance, possibility, strength and hope.
“Where there is a will, there is
always a way”, is the mantra of the
school authorities.
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INSTITUTE ADMINISTRATORS SPEAK

{ Hybrid learning combines
the advantages of person-
alisation with the conven-
lence to offer leaming

address the changing

Increased flexibllity trans-

; lates to increased atten-
dm and purﬁclpatlon In class. The cus-

! tomised a assessment techniques, a component

_f of hybrid Iaamlnq, provides Instant feedback to

- Students. Students move to a self-directed

- learning style, which s effective In the long run
- particularly for higher studies.

— Manisha Kumar, principal, |
Pramllu Mamoﬂal Institute

Education Is a journey
towards excellence, It
| encourages students to
widen their knowledge,
develop skills and imbibe
il ethics. | hope that student:
value education which Is a
= key to bright sunny future.
— Madhuparna Andrews, principa
Pumshotlam Bluodmdlm Amdamlc Schm

Education Is that which
recognises the uniqueness
of each chlid, identifies
their potential and gives
them wings of confidence
for a flight to the future.

pdnclpal. Dethl Wodd Publlc School, Kolkata

in the new normal, hybrid
leaning will be practiced '
even when offline classes i
begin. Apart from IQ and ;
EQ, resilience quotient Is {
the need of the hour for 1
students and teachers, {
— Meena Kak, director, |
leumlpitShﬂnni!Acldlmr j

environment best sulted to
needs of the students. This : |

— Debjanl Sengupta, | !

I*

Since March 2020, we
have witnessed our world
grappling with challenges
never faced before. | am
proud to state that St
Augustine's not only took
the sltuation In its stride

schools to make a seam-
less transition to online learning. Even during

on a par with academics and students are nur-
tured to achleve all-round excellence. True to
our school's vislon, we continue to create a safe
and technologically sound learning environment
that has become a norm In schools worldwide.
— Rev Rodney Borneo, principal.

Educationists adopted to
the online platform with an
aim to connect with the
students. However, it has
now opened a plethora of
opportunities for the
learners to explore
multiple modes of learning
tools as per their own
learning style. Ultimately the platform addresses
multiple kinds of intelligences. This was not
widely avallable earlier.

— Vijaylakshml Kumar, principal,
Aslan International School

(75 s AUYUDUIID WU dib
Yy 4 committed to promote all
.. round excellence among

A, students to bulld global

~nf

to ensure the well-being
and happlness of each
and every student. We are
passionate about creating

a leaming environment that meets the demands

of the present and the future.
— Jhuma Blswas, princlpal,

St. Augustine Day School, Barrackpore |

but became ane of the first |

Change Is Inevitable.
However, surviving it
Is the true art. Our
world Is not the
same anymore, but
our BOMI famlly Is
together In this and
we will sall through.
The teachers and the

 students are the true warrlors who have

- the pandemic co-curricular activities are treated '

evolved to become examples for the

- world. They say, be the change you want
- to see in others. | am extremely proud of

my team who have rightly justified this
ideology and I believe that they will be

. celebrated for their contribution to the

cltizens. Care Is taken here

education world in the times to come.
— Vijaya Chaudhuri, principal,
BDM International

The online classes
are probably the only
way 1o keep the
teaching-learning
process going at a
time when school
campuses are forced
o remain closed.
However, the system
s no substitute for In-person interaction
Jetween teachers and students. The
shemistry of a classroom is missing in the
nline scenario,

— Amita Prasad, director,

Indus Valley World School

" Online education
Is the future of the
organised education
system. We have to
think of Its absolute -
development In the
best Interests of
the learners.
— Sujoy Biswas,
princlpal, Ram Mohan Misslon High School
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students of 3k CBSE schools in

state to appear for learning test

| Exercise Part

Of Survey On

Behalf Of Edu
Ministry

himiLMukherjeepandey

@timesgroup.com

Kolkata; The Covid pande-
mic and the resultant para-
digm shift in the education
system have heavily impac-
tedd learning among school
children, feels the Central
Board of Secondary Edueca-
tion. To get an idea of how
much the prolonged shut-
down of campuses has had
an effect on students and the-
irr learning process, the bo-
ard will conduct a National
Achievement Survey (NAS)
on behalf of the ministry of
education in November.

The survey will be in the
form of tests to be conducted
for children in classes II1, V,
VIIT and X, that will assess
their learning gaps and whe-
re. The survey will be held in
select schools in each state,

ASSESSMENT IN NOVEMBER

»Ho.dm

'tmswubem
3,165

= i

india: 1.24L in 733 districts
> Classes to be assessed:
Classes I, V, Vitand X.

» Classes [ll and V: Tests on
; language, maths and EVS
» Class VIII: Tests on
language, maths, science
and social science
» Class X: An additional test
on English
"> Mode of test: Oral for

junior ¢lasses, written for
Villand X

PLT DO }The
idea is to find
out the learning
gaps that the online
system has caused

 Maths and language

wonymamdyear

. Ettents Wan
TGoBacaTo S
Scroot Shudy

including 3,165 CBSE institu-
tes in Bengal. In schools that
will be selected for the sur-
vey, tests will be conducted
on language, mathematics,
EVS/science and social sci-
ences. The schools selected
in each state will be a mix of
government, aided and unai-
ded private institutes. The
exercise will cover 1.24 lakh
schoolsacross 733districtsin
the country. For In classes I1T
and V, the test will be on lang-

uage, m...tha and EVS, Class
VIl children willbe assessed
on language, maths, science
and social science, while stu-
dents in Class X will be addi-
tionallv tested in English.
The mode of the test will be
oral for junior classes and
written forclasses VIITand X.

A circular from the board
has reached city schoal he
ads, though they are vet to
know the names of the insti-
tutes that have been selected

for theassessment. Thedocir-
ment that the CBSE has
drawn up on MAS says. “Tt
will help in systematic un-
derstanding of the consequ-
ences that prolonged closure
of schoals have had on stu-
dents' learning in terms of
their socis-emotional and
cognitivedevelopment.”“ We
have received the circular
and the details but are yet to
know whether we have been
selected for the survey ornot.
It is indeed a good move be-
cause kids have been silently
impacted by Covidand wene-
ed to think of new ways of
identifying the gapsand add-
ressing them before it is too
late,” said Meena Kak, direc-
torof LakshmipatSinghania
Academy:

Citv schools agreed that
such an assessment was re-
quired because despite best
efforts, through online les-
sons, teachers had not been
able to reach out to every
child and that some of them
had developed serious lag.
Heads of some schools feit
online classes had outlived
their utilitv and that classes
on the virtual mode were
stressing both kids and tea-

Scanned with CamScanner

chers alike, negetively im-
pactingeducation.

The board is appointing
coordinators who will. in
turn, appoint school-wise co-

. ordinators for the survey

“Schoal principals and vice-
principals of selected scho-
ols will be the kev persons we
will be coordinating wirh,
The exams will be centrally
conducted but we will zoon
get further clarity,” sajd Vija-
ylakshmi Kumar, principal
of Asizn International Scho-
ol, whohasbeenappointed as
one of the coordinators by
the hoard for NAS.

Loveleen Saigal, princi-
palof Birla High School, said
the boar'd would get a snaps-
hot of what students had la-
arnt and would by the end of
their respective academic ye-

ars. “Itneeds to be quantified
1.f learning objectives and
outcome match because we
have all gone through a diffi-
culttime Since theexam will
be for the entire class, it will
be easy for the board to find
outthepercentageof arepre-
sentativeclassroom hasbeen
able to cope with. It will also
help devise future learning
formula,” shesaid.
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~ The board 15, appomtmg
coordinators who will, in
turn, appoint school-wise CO-
ordinators for the survey.
“School principals and vice-
principals of selected scho-
ols will be the key persons we
will be coordinating with.
The exams will be centrally
conducted but we will soon
get further clarity,” said Vija-
ylakshmi Kumar, principal
of Asian International Scho-
ol, whohasbeenappointedas
one of the coordinators by
theboard for NAS. '
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ASIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Students of Asian International School (Al S) recently re-
leased a video dedicated to frontline warriors of Covid-19 on
the occasion of National Doctors' Da y. They observe the birth
and death anniversary of Bighan Chandra Roy, who wasa
renowned doctor apart from being a former chief minister of
Bengal. The students of classes X1 and X11 also enacted a skit
focused on the lives of doctors during these unprecedented

es. Jisha Chakraborty, who played a doctor in the play and
aspires to become one, felt that her resolve had been strength-
ened following this event. “Our play was about the sacrifices
that doctors make in their personal lives as they work double
shifts to save lives. It made me realise the kind of dedication
that health workers put in on a daily basis. I feel more strong-
ly about studying medicine in future,” said the Class XII stu-
dent. A special note of gratitude was also sent to all the doctor-

parents of AIS students. “Doctors have always been regarded as masters of miraclesg qru:ri:l t;;he
dents ensured that the relentless efforts made by the fraternity was recognised by obser

day in a special way,” said principal Vijaylaxmi Kumar.
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Jhimli.Mukherjeepandey
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: School heads will get
question papers of the term
one (first semester) CBSE X
and CBSE XII through the
“electronic medium” daily on
theday of theexamination this
time. They will not have to visit
strong rooms of banks to ac-
cess the papers. This and seve-
ral other detal]s were sent ina
circular. @&to <k

by theBoardla- |

te on Sunday, EXAM DA. ( DET/

Thecircularal-

so says that students have to
answer on OMR sheets which
toowill bedigitally sentto prin-
cipals and will have to be prin-

ted out for students. Schools

willhavetosetupa CCTV-man-
ned control room where the

prints need to be taken accor-

ding to the number of candida-
tes writing the test and every
stepwlllbe app-manned.

- Schools knew that the: ques

OMR sheets for
CBSE X, Xil 1stsem

tion paper would be in MCQ
mode but they were not sure
whether candidates would be
given an OMR sheet or there
will be usual answer sheets on
which candidates will have to
tick or circle the answer. “We
now know that there will be
OMR sheet where the choices
would be in a row and kids will
have to darken the right ans-
wer. There will just be one ans-
wer sheet on which all ques-
tions with the
R ] choices will be
LY represented,”

oj| said a princi-
In the control reom,'compu-
ters with high-speed internet
and printers will have to be set
upwithback-upink cartridges.
~ “We will follow all instruc-

‘tions,” said Joyoti Chaudhuri,

principal of DPSRuby Park. Vi-

b aylakshmiKumar, principalof
Asian International School, sa-

id they had the experience of

| conductlngNEET with920can-
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Kids from Std III to take
NAS test on OMR sheets

Jhimli.Mukherjeepandey
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: All students will have to ans-
wer questions for the National Achie-
vement Survey (NAS) on OMR sheets.
Thisisthefirsttimethat studentsasyo-
ungasthatof classes 11, Vand VIII will
be introduced to OMR sheets and the
CBSE has instructed observers to first
explain and then help out the students,
especially of classes IIT and V, with the
procedure if they find it difficult. A se-
ries of instructions reached the exam
co-ordinators late on Sunday evening
and on Monday, based on which, orien-
tation was held for NAS observers.

TheNAS, beingconducted by CBSE

on November 12, will be a nationwide
exercise to assess the learning profici-
encies of kids in classes ITI, V, VIII and
X. In Bengal, 3,165 institutes have been
selected. But uncertainty continues
over holding NAS exams on the cam-
pusasmost city schools will receive pa-
rents’ consent on Tuesday:

The exam is scheduled to be held
from 10.30am to noon for classes Il and
V and 10.30 to 12.30pm for VIII and X.
Whileall children of selected classes at
the chosen schools will have to visit the
campus for attendance, not all will take
the test. A sample size of 30 kids, selec-
ted through drawing of lots, will have
to write the test. The question-cum-
answering booklet of OMR sheet wo-
uld be collected by the observer at the

10.30AM START

» Observers have to collect sealed
survey sheets, containing OMR
answer sheets, from
coordinators by 6 am

» They will then
have to reach the
exam venues

> Children will have
to reach schools by 8am

» A draw will be conducted to
select 30 students from the class
between 8.30am to 9.30am

» Exams to start at 10.30am

» Qbservers will have to ensure no
student cheats in exams but no kid
can be punished

end, the instructions said. ]

“Strict instructions have been gi- :
ven about seating arrangements for 30 :
kids, following Covid norms,” said Vi-
jaylakshmi Kumar, an NAS co-ordina-
tor and principal of Asian Internatio-
nal School. The state education depart-
ment will provide field investigators,
while observers are CBSE school tea-
chers. Sealed trunks with survey she-
ets have reached the coordinators and
will be opened in the presence of CBSE
officials. “Itfeelslikeaboard exam.Itis
preparing us for a physical start,” said
acoordinator.
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50 schools replaced
on survey list

Jhimli Mukherjee Pandey &
Poulami Roy Banerjee | Tnn

Kolkata: Lack of students,
high dropout rates and scho-
olsfoldingupormerging with
other institutes are some of
the reasons that are making
the offline National Achieve-
ment Survey (NAS) at some
institutesa challenge.

In Bengal, more than 50
schools, which were initially
chosen, have now been repla-
ced with others and a fresh
circular reached the survey
coordinators on Tuesday

~ CHALLENGES

FOR EXAMS

with new names. Four scho-
ols in Kolkata and 12 in Ho-

wrah areamongthose that ha-

ve been replaced by the board
for the survey Among the
schools in Kolkata that have
been replaced are Maheshwa-
ri Balika Vidyalaya, Janaka-
lyan Shiksha Mandir High
School and B D Memorial In-
stitute. No replacement was
found for Maheshwari Balika
Vidyalaya, but Janakalyan
Shiksha Mandir High School
has been replaced with Jadav-
pur N K Pal Adarsha Shiksha-
vatan and B D Memorial with
National Gems Higher Secon-

dary School. “For all the scho-
ols on board, intense training
sessionsareon with theobser-
vers. The final list of schools
is ready and we hope to con-
duct a smooth survey,” said
Vijaylakshmi Kumar, a board
appointed co-ordinator.
Schools affiliated to the
state board are facing the
most trouble. A head master
said, “We were told on Octo-
ber 31toarrange for offline ex-
ams and the District Inspec-
tor’s office directed us to fol-
low instructions. But one in-
struction after another have
made it complex, without a
clear guideline on how to pre-
pare students. We have sear-
ched out samples to ready the
kids.” Assistant headmaster
of Kataganj Gokulpur Adars-
ha Sikshayatan High School
Prabir Biswas said, “We spent
from our school fund for sani-
tization.Itisdifficult forasch-
ool like ours to bear initial
costs as we have limited mon-
ey. We should have got more ti-
me to prepare our students as
theformatisnew for them.”
Headmaster of Chetla Bo-
vs'School Rajib Kar said, “We
have arranged for trainingfor
class X students but response
is poor. We are not sure whet-
her we can bring at least 3(
studentsornot.”
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Examinees get new- look

CISCE, CBSE admlt cards

Jhimli.Mukherjeepandey
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Both CISCE and CBSE’s
first-semester exam admit cards have
come forthe X and XII board examine-
es. This is the first time both the bo-
ards are organising the exams in two
instalments.

City schools are now scheduling
distribution of admit cards. In most
cases, students are themselves co-
ming and collecting them. ISC starts
from November 22 and ICSE from No-
vember 29. CBSE minor papers will
start from November 17 while the ma-
jor papers start from November 30.

The CBSE admit cards have more
new additions compared tothe CISCE
ones. Notonly dothey mention thead-
mit card ismeant for “Term-1"” oronly
for the first board exam instalment,
but they also say that each candidate
has to come with a sanitiser bottle to

theexam hall.
“This is the first time that candl-

dates will answer theirboardexamon

OMR sheets so the admit card says
that children have to follow instruc-
tions mentioned on the question pa-
per and OMR sheet. It also says how
the candidate has to get acquainted
with the OMR sheet and how to re-
spond on it. These are definitely new
additions to the exam system in these
Covid times,” said Koeli Dey, princi-
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The CBSE admit cards have added a few
features this time

pal of Sushila Birla Girls’ School.

Some principals pointed out that
thereadingtimehasalsobeen increa-
sed by five minutes. “Earlier candida-
tes had 15 minutes reading time, now
the admit card says they would be gi-
ven 20 minutes, ” said Vijaylakshmi
Kumar, principal of Asian Interna-
tional School.

The CISCE admit cards mention
they are meant for “Semester 1 Ex-
amination.” Under “Safety Instruc-
tions”, the cards remind kids about
the importance of maintaining safe
distance, wearing masks properly
and washing hands frequently.

“I have distributed the Class XII
admit cards and will distribute the
Class X onesnow,” said Sujoy Biswas,
principal of Ram Mohan Mission
School. “I will distribute both on
Monday,” said Father Rodney Bor-
neo, principal of St Augustine’s Day
School, Shyamnagar.
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{IHM HONOURS

~ FORINSPIRINGS

Rupkatha Sarkar (Lo Mactiniere

aud

Pratima Nayar, Calcutta
International School Society

nternational Institute of [ote
ﬁ;r;;:;tlony mlzd aDiwali get-(

M hosted the dinner to honour sehool
MM Virtual Teachers' Day Award
hiead of institutes who have made
the pandemic, Snapshots from the even ing,

for Glrls School) gets
the awartd from Suborno Bose and Sanjukta Bose

1 Management (M) had organised a principals’ felicitation
agether on November 3 at the yatt Rogzncy Kr;lknt:l‘s (Giuchhi.
mrincipals of Caleutia afor the recently coneluded
Funetion, Ringlng in the fostive season, they awarded the
apositive difference in the lives of students in these times of

John Andrew Bagul (South Clty International
School) gets the award vom Rupa Datta, deputy
divector, ITHM Kolkata, and Sanjukta Bose

Ian Theodore Myers (The Frank
Anthony Public School)

Subarno Rose, founder
chairman, 11HM & Indismart
Group Worldwide and CEQ,
International Hospitality
Council, said; “School
principals are the most
respected and important
people and we at ITHM are
honoured to felicitate these
incredible people who make
sure that our-children get the
best education in spite of the
pandemic, IIHM is extremely
proud te be associnted with
the esteemed principals over
the past bwo decades.”

b Sanjulktn Bose
with Debanjan
Chakrabartl

Sourav Kotharl

OUGH TIMES

PRINCIPALS FROMIGALCUTTAS LEADING SCHOOLS |
TUDENTS DURING THESET

LIST OF AWARDEES

EIST OF AWARDEES.

® Tuhin Kumar Guha
(AR Ghosh Memorlal Sehool)

m Srabani Samanta
(Abhinav Bharatl High Sn._tlmﬂ!) _

mSaswatl Maitra
(Adarsha Ballka Shikshayatan)

\Huby Ahmed
(Angla Arable Secondary Schoaol)

mAnindita Banerjeo
{Apeelay School, Salt Lake)
mParamila Guha Roy
(Apeejay School, Park Street)

i]‘linitray& Mukherjcé_ A
{Army Public School, Barrackpore)
mSucharita Bandyopadhyay

(Army Public School, Kolkata)
mVijaya Laxmi Kumar

{Asian International School)
mSunanda Jalswal (Barasat Indira
Gandhi Memorial High School)
EMoonmoon Nath

(DBIT Public School)

mApala Dutta (Birla Bharati School)
WPratisna Nayar (Caleutta
International School Soclety)
BProtichi Lahiri (Calcutta Public
School Bidhan Park)

EProma Das

(Calcutta Public School, Kalikapur)
BKrishna Majumdar (Central
Mcdt_'r_n_S_chml. Barrackpore)
mMadhumita Singh

(D.A.V. Public School, Kolkata)
EIndrani Sanyal

(Delhi Public School Megaeity)
lSunii:iAmru e
(Delhi Public School, Howrah)
®Joyotl Chaudhuri (DPS Ruby Park)
BSujata Sen (Future Hope)

WPartha Pradip Panja (Future.
Campus School, Kolkata)
BRatna Kundu '
(H.M.Education Centre)
ESanghamitra Banél-jee-
(Hariyana Vidya Mandir)
milieBarma
(Hilton High Public School)
ENitu Chattopoadhdhay
[Iil.ml Mq!ur High School)
mDineshwar Ojha

(Howrah St. John's High Schoal)
WReshma nmummam ——
(Indus Valley World School)
mBobby Baxter
{Julien Day School, Ganganagar)
BSushantDas
(Jyolirmoy Public School)
WRupaDey
(Kalyani Public School, Barasat)
BGurmit Kar Anani(}m:ﬂmhfmk*l :
Se_niur ‘Secondary School)
BP.A, John Stephen '
g[.u Martiniere for Boys)
mRupkatha Sarkar
.“f.ﬂ M:L_rFin fere for Girls)
mMeenaKnk
El.ulu;hnﬂpa: Singhania Academy)
mShanta Menon (LLR Public School)
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BJessica Gomes

(Loreto Convent Emajlll_f) _

mMs i{upwr

{Loreto Day School, Dhammm_h) L
mSister D'Souza

{Lareto Elliott Road)
mioydeep Saha

(Morning Hells A_cm_l{_!npf)_
mNabnita Girl

{Mount Litera Zee Schnol._ﬂlqwra_h_)

BGa yna M:J}:d nela {Mauﬁt Litera
Zee School, Maheshtﬂ_l._:l)

mSamir Suha

(National English Schoel, Rajarhat)
mMousumi Saha (National English
School, VI Rm_ngl_. f_;a__gulat_z?_ it
mKeva Sinha (National Gems Higher
Secondary School) I
mRama Subramanian (National
High School Sarat Bu_;e_!_?oad) S i
mSailesh Pandey (Ratnakar North
Point School, Howrah)

Roshua Vincent (Rose Bud School)
WSangeeta Tandon
(Shri Shikshayatan School)

(Silver Point School)

mJohn Andrew Hagu]-
(South City lnlematioua! S_r.:!‘lgt_nl)_ __

miupa Bhattacharyya
(South Point High Schoo!)_

mPayel Dey (Sri Chaltanya Techno
School, Burrabazar)

®Sumita Chakraborty (Sri
Chaitanya Techno Schoaol, Dunlop)
|3, Shunglu (Sri Sri Academy)
MRichard Gasper

{St Augustine's Day School Kolkata)
BJhuma Biswas (St Augustine's Day
School, Barrackpore)

BAjay Chopra
(&F!_”f\r!cts_);nv_i_er Schoal)
mSanchita Biswas Sarkar
(!jl Paul's Mission Schoal)
BAniket Deb Roy

{‘_.St Th_()mus' Day School)
mEcka Mallick i
(STEM World School)
BMr Mallick (The Aryans School)
BLionel M. Chellappa (The Assembly
i_)l' God Church Schaol, Park Street)
mKajori Biswas (The Assembly of
God Church Schoal, Tollygunge)
mMou Rarmtjée S
(:I"he B.G.E.S. School)

Sunita Sen (The BSS School)
WITMyers
(The Frank J\nth.t?l.:_y I‘_ql.]_llq_Scllml)
BScema Sapru ===
(The Heritage School)

mKeya Arundhot] Prabal
@@qu E.jh_q_pel Schoal, Kolkata)
WShashi Pandey
(Glenhill School Konnagar)

Text: Aniruddha Biswas
Pictures: B, Halder



Cov exemption for
CBSE examinees

shimli.Mukherjeepandey
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Candidates who
contract Covid and are qua-
rantined during the Term1ex-
amination of CBSE X and XII
that start on November 16,
won't have to write the exam.
Instead, they will be evaluated
on the basis of the Term II ex-
am in March-April next year,
the CBSE has communicated
to school heads. Requests for
exemption should be made by
candidates through schools,
backed by medical reports.
The first lot of such requests

have to be made by November

25 by the schools.
The CBSE circular that
has reached

We have an
Isolation room
ready with a
doctor and a nurse.
The CBSE circular
will put tense
parents at ease

Loveleen Saigal| sirLA HiGH
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL h

exams, arealsoeligibleforthis
exemption. Candidates will
have to furnish these details
with letters from SAI and the

HomiBhaba Centre.
Schools will have to for-
ward these requests to the re-
gional offices of

schools, announ- TERM-' EXAMS CBSE (Bhuba-

cing these ex-

emptions, also says children
who are participating in
- sports events recognised by
the Sports Authority of India
(SAI) and those who have been
selected to participate in the
International Olympiads re-
cognised by the Homi Bhabha
Centre for Science Education,
- scheduled during the Term I

neswar in case
of West Bengal), which will
scan these requests for their
genuineness and send confir-
mationstotherespective scho-
ols. “We are all praying that
none of our board examinees
fall sick and are able to write
Term 1,” said Asian Interna-
tional School principal, Vijay-
lakshmi Ku mar.

ned with CamScanner



Schools plan to shift tests —CBSEsends
offline for classes IX & XI

Jhimli.Mukherieepandey
@timesgroup.com

Igolkata: Many schools in the
city, after discussions with pa-
rents, have decided that stu-
dents of classes IX and XI will
no longer write their exams
online. This transition will
help wean them off the virtual
mm_ie where students started
taking exams lightly and had
lostthe habit of sittinginahall
Scenario to write their papers.
Since IX and XI are pre-board
years, they need to be jerked
out of the comfort of inertia.

) Schools feel that a big lear-
ning gap has already set in be-
cause of the virtual exams
where marks were easily sco-

More buses on
roads soon

everal bus owners have said

reopening of schools and
colleges have ledto them
decidingtoincrease frequency
onall routes exceptin Espl-
anade and SectorV, where resp-
onse is poor. Swapan Ghosh of
Minibus Operators’ Coordin-
ation Committee said they have
finalized routes whichwillseea
10%-20% augmentationin order
to begin services from 7am next
Monday. Tapan Banerjee of Joint
Council of Bus Syndicate said
they will run a few busesearly in
the morning as there was
“positive feedback regarding
college students”. ™

red because of the myriad un-
fairmethods that children had
adopted. Meetings with pa-
rents revealed they are also lo-
oking forward to kids writing
“real” exams now.

“Travelling to school, sit-
ting in an exam hall without
anysupport, comprehendinga
Question paper and tackling it

'"WANT MY KID TO RETURN TO QQHHFUS;

2% Exams will only be in the physical mode on
> campus if we have to help children cope with

the real world of exams. A lag has set in and we

need to shake children out of their comfort zone

Seema Sapru | PRINCIPAL, THE HERITAGE

-

L Tirthankar Sarkar | parent

“2 My son will write the exam on campus, even if
an online option is given

A real test of one’s level of learning can
happen only in a well-invigilated physical
exam and | want my daughter to go back to it
\_ Ritwick Bhattacharjee | parent 39

is a positive struggle that each
school child should physically
go through. Online exams we-
re a part of the online classes,
whichhave had their day;” said
Seema Sapru, principalof The
Heritage School. Here the
term exams are beginning for
classesIX and XIon Monday —
exclusively in the physical mo-
de. Parents are supportive of
the move. If someone is sick,
the child can take another phy-
sical exam afterrecovering.
The unit tests for classes IX
and XI will begin in the physi-
calmodeat South CityInterna-
tional School from December
6.0n Thursday, a webinar was
held where principal John Ba-
gultold Class XIstudents, with
parents in the background,
that all exams will now be in
the physical mode. “Students
were habitually taking the ex-
am easy. With the help of pa-
rents, we are trying our best to
help them shake it off. There
will be initial adjustment pro-

blems, which will definitelybe

overcome,” hesaid.

Since more than 80% of
children have started coming
to school in classes IX and XI,
DPS Newtown has decided
unit tests should be shifted to
theofflinemode. “Childrenare

back in large numbers, so the-
reisnoreason why theyshould
write the test from home,” said
principal Sonali Sen.

Two sets of question pa-
pers will be prepared by Asian
International School and clas-
ses will be split into halves for
the physical tests for classes IX
and XI. “Parents areeager that
children start writing “real”
tests,” said principal Vijay-
lakshmiKumar.

There used to be at least 20
toppers every time an exam
was heldonline, beitaunittest
or a term exam, said John
Ghosh, secretary and princi-
pal of St Thomas Boys School,
Kidderpore. “We have over
90% children of classes X and
Xlattendingand so exams will
only beoffline,” hesaid.

Tirthankar Sarkar, whose
son Ayushman is a student of
Class XI at DPS Ruby Park, sa-
id, “Since my child is back on
campus, the next best thing is
towriteexamsoncampus.”

Ritwick  Bhattacharjee,
whose daughter Yashamoti is
inClassXIat GD Goenka Scho-
ol, said, “Unless they start wri-
ting exams in the physical mo-
de again, they will not be able
to shake off this lethargy to-
wardsstudies.”

key info
about exams
to principals

Jhimli.Mukherjeepandey
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Even if principals or
centre superintendents notice
a mistake in the CBSE Term-I
question paper after download-
ing it, they should not try to
alert the Board via WhatsApp
or other online avenues before
theday’s exam is over and eval-
uation results are uploaded.
Doing so will be considered a
“leak”. A Board circular to this
effect has reached principals.

“Even if there is any mis-
take in the question paper/an-
swer key, the OMR will be eval-
uated as per theanswer key pro-
vided by CBSE. Necessary ac-
tion to rectify the mistake will
be taken by the Board,” the cir-
cular said. Principals have also
been instructed to only upload
the number of correct answers
and not themarks.

PREVENTING ‘LEAK!

In another circular, the bo-
ard told principals that apart fr-
om blackening the right circle
on the OMR sheet, kids should
not use a tick or cross. If' they
are told to answer 45 of 50 ques-
tions, and a kid answers all 50, -,
the last five will be considered
not attempted. “Best of 45 will
not be considered,” it said.

“We have informed stu-
dents,” said Vijaylakshmi Ku-
mar, principal of Asian Inter-
national School, who is also a
co-ordinator:

CBSE has also made it man-
datory for principals to send
OMR answer sheets to regional
offices via registered speed
post. Requests have been made
tokeep post offices open beyond
normal hours. “We will send
the OMR sheets like we used to
send answer books,” said Mee-
naKak,directorof Lakshmipat
Singhania Academy.
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A school that Stays a step ahead of
e s i iy il T

sian Intornational

- School (AIS) Howrah

has been spearhead-
ing various national projects
conducted by the ministries %
of education and scienceand - | -
technology, the National Tes-
ting Agency and the Central
Board of Secondary Educ-
ation (CBSE) in the district.
The coordination of the rec-
enily conducted National Ac-
hievement Survey under the
guidance of central and state
governments as well as CBSE
has been one such task that
was successfully accomplis-
hed by the school. And behi-
nd the success is a dedicated

a
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and passionate te- 2 o _ .
am of educators [mm==m= Asuan 1 Initiatives like fli-
and members. ! TErvaTional | pped ClaSSIUOII}, art m—

- The school, kee- SCHOGL tegrated learning, e-li-

FEE IR T (AT e

brary, virtual science
labs, online sports tou-
rnaments, augmented
excursions, regular
counselling sessions, digital
detox, special assemblies,
commemorations, class exhi-
bitions, student webinars ,
virtual parent-teacher meet-
ings and career counselling
sessions have aided the neo-normal

ping pace with 20 w7 v
21st century nee-
ds, offers almost
25 subjects at the senior secondary
level to ensure that the students are
future ready. To match up with the
evolution in the education system,
the facilitators of the school, the
parents and the students are

exposed to frequent workshops and

e .__.J

00 __ & ' _

-

orientation programmes.

Senior students on
the school campus .

education system. Vaccination
drives have also been conduct-
ed for all the stakeholders asso-
ciated with the school.

AIS also engaged students in
various webinars and talk sh-
ows chaired and presided by
well-known personalities. For
instance, the school and its stu-
dents had the opportunity to
interact with Olympic gold me-
dallist Neeraj Chopra, Olympic
bronze medallist and Indian ho-
ckey captain Manpreet Singh,
Olympic discus thrower Kam-
alpreet Kaur, actor and author
Swaroop Rawal and ex Indian
cricketer Laxmi Ratan Shukia,
who guided and inspi-red the

young minds to create milestones
while unraveling their potential.

Even the students transcended
barriers created by the pandemic to
bring laurels to the school at various
national-level competitions and
regional contests under various cat-
egories. The feather on the cap was
their outstanding performance in
the CBSE board exams. The school
also received several awards and
accolades, including the National
School Awards,

The school is now going for
phased reopening through a hybrid
learning model. The school’s 10-acre
campus with more than 100 class-
rcoms enabled the students to have
a socially distanced learning mmen
ence after remrmng to school.
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Olymplansatschool’ Chlldren S Day

Times News Network

Kolkata: Asian International School

celebrated Child-

ren’s Day with much

TI“F grandeur and fervo-

ur by organising ‘Re-

galia’. Among all the

events held every ye-

ar at Asian Interna-

tional School, ‘Rega-

lia’ is the most gala one providing stu-

dentsachancetodisplay theirtalentsin

front of such a bigaudience. It is an oc-

casion of celebration, felicitation, feast

and festivity when students presentnot

only their wonderful performances but

alsoreceive honoursfortheiracademic
and co-curricular achievements.

Neeraj Chopra, athlete who won

gold at the Tokyo Olympics, was the chi-

ef guest. Manpreet Singh, a field hock-

Chief guest Neeraj Chopra bemg fellmtated

ey playerand the captain of Indiamen’s
national field hockey team since May
2017 who led the Indian field hockey te-
am to the bronze medal at the Tokyo
2020 Olympics and Kamalpreet Kaur,
the first Indian woman to breach the

65m barrier in discus throw were the
guests of honour.

The programme was presided over
by chairman SD Sharma, director Alok
Sharma, hiswifeNidhi Sharma, princi-
pal Vijay Lakshmi Kumar and head-
mistress Simran Sanghera. Other dig-
nitaries present included Kusum Khe-
mani, Major Md Ali Shah, Subhra Ku-
mar Banerjee and Pranay Baidya.

The chief guest, Neeraj Chopra, in-
teracted live with the students of Asian
International School. Hecongratulated
thefinalistsand motivated everyonefor
their future. The director and the prin-
cipal extended a warm welcome to all
thedignitaries present.

Regalia, was woven around the the-
me ‘Tokyo Olympics’. Since it wasa vir-
tual event, numerous students from all
over the world took part inthe program-
me.
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CBSE IX & XI studen 5 to take
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Jhimli.Mukherjeepandey
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: CBSE schools in the
city atre introducing multiple
choice questions (MCQ) in all
tests for classes IX and XI that
will have to be answered in op-
tical mark recognition (OMR)
sheets. The move comes in the
wake of the first-term exams
for classes X and XII in which
all papers were MCQ-based
and required to be answered in
OMR sheets. Also, if the board
decides to stick to this pattern
of examination in future, scho-
ols will gradually switch to
MCQ and OMR sheets in midd-
leschoolaswell.

Though CBSE had said the
second-term exam would be
subjective, school heads feel
the surge in Covid cases and
the uncertainty over how the
Omicron variant will run its
course may lead to the board
sticking to MCQ and OMR she-
ets inthesecond term aswell.

Schools have observed that
while children are finding ans-
weringtheoryportionseasyon
OMR sheets, they still need
practice when it comes to ans-

» CBSE term-1 board exam
is happening ina changed
format -

> There are MCQ-pattern
question papers that have to
be answered on OMR sheets
> These are being printed
everyday before the exams
and given to the candidates
for answering

» Candidates have to darken

in the first-term exams for.
classes X'andXIl

»-Schools are bringing in

the right circle that givesthe | OMR sheets to make kids of
right option classes IX onwards practice
weringnumericals and mathe- ginning in the classrooms and

matical questions. Here, they
have to work out answers on a
rough sheet and then tally
them with options on the OMR
sheets. This is where many are
either fumbling or making
mistakes.

“Onehastoaccept that tho-
se who are writing the boards
hadstudiedonlineand arenow
taking an offline exam in a
changed format. They need a

lotof offline practice. So we ha-

vedecided to formally introdu-
ce MCQ patter of exams and
OMR sheets right from the be-

then inourexamsaswell,” said
Meena Kak, director of Laksh-
mipat Singhania Academy.
DPS Ruby Park has already
prepared MCQ-based term ex-

am question papers for classes

IX and XI. “Even if they know
all the answers, choosing the
right one from a set of options,
some very close to each other,
to deliberately confuse the ex-
aminee and check his/her le-
vel of learning, requires a dif-
ferentskillset. Sowearetrying
toequip them early,” said prin-
cipal Joyoti Chaudhuri.

MCQ tests on OMR sheets

Move Aimed At Preparing Kids For Board Exams: Prmcnpals
- NEW-NORMAL STEPS _

South Point High School is
also planning to introduce stu-
dents of Class IX onwards to
MCRQ and OMR sheets the mo-
ment the board term-I exams
and the ongoing term exams
are over. “We were planning to
order OMR sheets and let the
board examinees practice. Un-
fortunately the school reope-
ning in our state and the CBSE
exams coincided. Wewillmake
OMR-based evaluation a part
of our system now if the board
continues with this changed
pattern,” said principal Rupa
Sanyal Bhattacharjee.

Someprincipals, like Asian
International School head Vi-
jaylakshmi Kumar, said the
term-Iexam wasconductedthe
way any national-level compe-
titive exam is conducted. So
while a large number of scien-
ce students who go to coaching
centres for these exams were
aware of how to handle them,
others needed help, especially
the Class X board examinees.
“Allof ushaveseen thebenefits
of the new patternthatmadea
physical board exam possible :

in a pandemic situation,” Ku- :
mar said. s
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Schools ask teachers to return

reports if they go on vacation out of state

uhkherjeepandey

@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Many schools have
asked their teachers toreturn
with Covid-negative RT-PCR
reports when they resume due
ty after schools reopen, if they
Qo on A vacation during the
Chnstmas- New Year holida-
vs. Several school principals
have requested teachers to av-
oid tours in the wake of theri-
sing Omicron seare.

Schools said that teachers
have to stay safe because they
will have to help board candi-
dates of 1CSE 1SC and CBSE
X Nllwiththew labpracticals
and completion of the sylla-
bustorthe upeemingboardse-
mester two exams in March-
April. In faet most schools ha-
ve cur short winter vacations
sothatoMlineclassescanstart
for IN-X11 students, with speci-
al focus on board yvear candi-
dates.

Muost schools are about to
break for winter vacations af-
ter theangoingfirst halfof the
board exams are over. The Cl-
SCF conducted exams will
end on December 20, while
CRSE conducted exams will
get over on December 28. New
routines have been fleshed out

MEASURES TO KEEP STUDENTS SAFE

> CISCE board exams will be
on till December 20

> CBSE board exams will be on
till December 28

» Both boards will have
second half of the exams in
March-April

» CISCE has asked schools to
complete all projects, practicals
and submission of marks by
January 31

» This has been preponed
from February 28

» Schools will immediately
start out with lab practice
sessions the moment science
exams are over and continue
after reopening

» Candidates have to complete
syllabus for semester/term two
because so long their focus was
only on term one, which is 50%
of the syllabus

A

Those who go out of the state will have to come back with an RT-PCR negative
report. We cannot infect each other and the children at this crucial stage

Richard Gasper | PRINCIPAL OF ST AUGUSTINE'S DAY SCHOOL

for offline board wvear stu-
dents, “At a time like this no
onecanafford to be casual. OF
fline classes inmy school will
re-start from January 5 and |
haverequested teachersnot to
leave state. Most are staying
back and even it some leave,
we will ask them to come in
with Covid negative reports,”
said Father Bikash Mondal,
principal of Don Bosco Park
Circus.

Ameeting was held on Tu-
esday at South City Interna-

tional School where senior
school teachers were reques-
ted formally by principal
John Bagul not 1o leave the
state, "It is risky and we need
to be up and about for our bo-
ard vear children, I am happy
that they agreed. All teachers
will come in withnegative Co-
vid reports too,” Bagul added.
Richard Gasper, principal of
St Angustine's Day School has
asked all his senior teachers
to reveal holiday plans. "Tho-

se will go out of the state will

have to come back with an ne-
gative report. We cannot in-
fect each other and the child-
ren,” hesaid.

Rammohun Mission Scho-
ol has also asked teachers not
to leave the state during the
break, said principal Sujoy
Biswas. “We cannot take any
risk now. The schools have {i-
nally managed to re-open and
the physical board exams are
happening this yvear, which
arebothsteps towards norma-
lisation. We cannot spoil
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that," Biswas said.
Lakshmipat  Singhania
Academy is not formally as-
kingteachersnot togo out, but
director Meena Kak has asked
teachers to come back withan
RT-PCR negative report if
they choose taleave the state.

The prineipal of St Xavi-
or's Collogiate School, Father
Thamacin Arulappan belie-
ves in leading by example an
said that he would not go out
anywhere during the vaca
tion. "Qur teachers are aware
of th{'imp]ir.'tti::ns:uulwlllbe
doingeverything tostay safe.I
don’t want to infringeon their
rights, but by not going out
myself, [ am tryving to lead by
example,” hesaid.

Teachers for board year
students at Asian Internatio-
nal School have voluntarily gi-
ven up plans to go out during
the break "We have panned
out our work tor the term two
exams and teachers know that
Ilulilsi]l;.‘lt‘ll:l_\‘iSTtll‘ll‘\\'l‘lﬁIC‘d.
Tenchers cannot afford to be
sick and stay home now. So,
they have decided tostay back
for the holidays without the
administration going in for
any kind of strictures,” said
principal Vijaylakshmi Ku-
mar.



CBSE scraps same-day

OMR sheet evaluation

Jhimli.Mukherjeepandey
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: CBSE schools will
not have to evaluate answer
scripts of the ongoing Term I
exams from now on. The board
sent a circular to schools on
Wednesday, asking them to
stop evaluating answer scripts
from Thursday onwards and
asked school principals to en-
sure that the OMR sheets be
packed within 15 minutes of
completion of the exam and
sent tothe board. .

Noreason hasbeencited in
the circular but many within
the system said that the tone of
the circular was stern and this
indicated that unfair means
might have been adopted du-
ring the exams and evaluation,
forcing the board to take this
step. Specifications regarding
when the printing of question
papers will happen and by
what time distribution should
be completed among candida-
tes has also been specified in
thecircular.

Principals of city schools
said they wererelieved thatthe

GOLMNANI € RELIEVED
& P i |9 WY Bnad

The earlier rule

» Teachers would check the
OMR answer scripts and send
the marks to the board the
same day

What is happening now

» The schools are sending
the OMR answer sheets
directly to the board without

checking

Why the change?

» Some believe the move
came after scores were
suddenly high in some
schools. So the decision was
taken to stop malpractice

The reaction

» Principals welcomed the
decision, saying teachers
were under stress

board was taking the responsi-
bility of evaluation since the
teachers were under tremen-
dousstress.

While CBSE Class X exams
are over, the Term I exams for
Class XII are on and the exam
will be over on December 28,
“The tone of the circular is
stern probably because the Bgo-
ard was studying the past achi-
evement records of schoolg
and might have found that sco-
res were suddenly high in cage
of some schools. The system of
evaluation by external examj.
nersshould have been followeq
from the very beginning, The

damage has been done alrea-
dy”saida city school principal.
“The Hindi exams were
heldon Thursdayand as perin-
structions, we did not evaluate
the OMR sheets. Our teachers
wererelieved that they did not
h.ave to stay back for evalua-
tion,” said Vijaylakshmi Ku-
Mar, principal of Asian Inter-
national School, “The board
has tightened its belt and this
;Sét clearly an indication of an
= fimpt t0 prevent malpracti-
o only wish this had happe-
Sooner,” said Koeli Dey,

ringj o .
gcﬁgfal of Sushila Birla Girls
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: USIQN OF C_Q_LOURS & CREATIVITY

The Times of India in association with Asian International School, Dhulagarh held a sit-and-draw competi-
tion at Ideal Grand, Shibpur in Howrah on December 19. Sixty-eight students from Nursery to Class X
participated in the competition '
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YOUNG TOI READERS PAINT AND POSE
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The Times of Indna In assocuatlon W|th Asian International School Dhulagarh held a sit and draw competi-

tion at Panchsheel Apartment, Shibpur Howrah on January 2. Twenty-eight students from Nursery to
Class X participated in the event
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